
 

                    The Five Fundamental Points  

           – a summary of New Testament practice. 
       

 Point 1  

  - The glory of God:  

  Praise 

  Worship 

  Prayer 

  Evangelism 

  Signs and wonders 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO ALL FIVE POINTS: 

You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for you have 
created all things, and for your pleasure they are and were created.  
Revelation 4:11  
 
We believe that the New Testament of Jesus Christ is God’s Word to mankind 
to teach us how to live. We learn from the whole Bible that our function is to 
serve and to please God. In the New Testament we find that Jesus’ main goal 
for us on earth is to build us into His Church both universally and locally (Mat 
16:18). He wants us to reach total unity as the Father is one with the Son (John 
17:21). Each local church has its own characteristics and must harmonise with 
all other churches until, by the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit, there is 
unanimity and total oneness as a clear expression of one church.  
(Ephesians 4:13).  
 
To achieve this we first need to know Jesus Christ and become like Him, who is 
the founder of the church. His identity has its foundation in the confession of 
Peter and the other disciples: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus replies: “you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church”  
(Matt 16:16-18)  
 
The Church is not something abstract, but a loving body built on the identity of 
Christ, and each one a component of His body, whose head is Jesus Christ. 
The foundation of our faith is a loving relationship with a person, Jesus Christ 
who give us joy and eternal life (John 17:3,13). The five fundamental points are 



an outworking of this relationship in practice. 
 
POINT 1: THE GLORY OF GOD 

But now, this is what the Lord says, he who created you......Bring my sons from 
afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by my 
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.......the people I 
formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. Isaiah 43:1,7,21 
 
The Church is the part of creation that God has made by His sovereign decree, 
especially formed for the Glory of God. Therefore, conscious that we are the 
Church, we should live according to this decree. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says: “So 
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
 
We’ve tried to put in priority order the various functions of the church, all 
designed to glorify God. The first one we find is praise and thanksgiving. 
 
PRAISE AND THANKS 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 
 
Praise and giving thanks is the simplest and first way that the people of the Lord 
express His glory. Giving praise to God will be something we will always do, for 
all eternity. 
 
Praise is a commandment, so is not subject to our feelings or spiritual levels. 
We should praise God because His word commands: “Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord” (Ps150). Sometimes it’s done with sacrifice, as we are 
conscious of our unconfessed sins or we don’t feel like praising and this makes 
it seem hypocritical to praise the Lord. But even in our weakness we must make 
an effort and praise God whatever our situation. It’s the purpose of God that 
people praise Him: “This people which I formed for myself, that they might set 
forth my praise.” (Isa 43:21). “Sing the glory of His name; Make His praise 
glorious.” (Ps 66:2). Creation is always praising God. But the glory of God that is 
on His Church (see John 17) is unique and gives a glory to God in a special way 
when it offers Him praise. 
 
WORSHIP  
God is Spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the 
splendour of his holiness. Psalm 29:2 
 
Worship also is a practice of the Church and the individual that keeps us in 
close relationship with the glory of God. Unlike praise, worship cannot be 
offered in any old way. And although it’s a command, it’s conditional upon the 



sanctification of the Christian and the Church. The blood of Jesus Christ also 
sanctifies us, and we need to aspire towards holiness in order to worship Him in 
spirit and truth. 
 
Drawing near to God to worship Him is not coming to the feet of Jesus full of sin 
and throwing this rubbish together on Him. Worship is to offer to God beautiful 
things that He has given us through transformed lives. The wise men when they 
worshipped the baby Jesus offered Him precious things, and not the nauseating 
stench of sins. 
 
Worship is offered with the consciousness that our faults have been washed 
with the blood of Jesus, and through a life that has broken away eternally from 
sin. 
 
PRAYER 
I want the men everywhere to pray with holy hands lifted up to God. 
1 Timothy 2:8  
 
Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thess 5:16-18 
 
Prayer, that it may be to the glory of God, has to include praise and worship, 
because it isn’t simply a petition as we generally think. The model of the “Lord’s 
Prayer” clearly shows us the way. 
 
We can come with boldness to God with our requests, that they will be 
answered (Heb 4:16). However we can’t be asking “with wrong motives, that 
you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” (James 4:3). If asking with 
wrong motives is trying to get things for our own good, asking correctly will be to 
ask for the pleasure and joy of God, while also praying for one another and for 
our brothers in general. 
 
Prayer is also to consult with God to ask in accordance with His will.  
(1 John 5:14). 
 
EVANGELISM  
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the worst. 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. Mark 16:15 
This is an activity that is generally put in first place, as if the most important 
thing for the church to do is to bring about the salvation of souls. But while 
evangelism is vital and should be our passion, we can’t put it before our priestly 
ministry which is, in first place, to minister to the Lord in praise, thanks and 
worship.  
 



Evangelism needs to be motivated by our desire to glorify God. If our motivation 
is right then souls will be saved. 
 
Ezekiel 36:22 and 32 takes away any doubt as the Lord Himself says: “It is not 
for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the 
sake of my holy name”. Refer also to Isaiah 43 and Psalm 23 that says: “He 
guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

We preach the gospel because we are commanded to by the Lord, and firstly for 
His glory. In second place souls are saved. 
 
We still want to be fervent in our love for our fellow men, but we also need to 
eradicate the humanism that has infiltrated some evangelistic sermons. We 
preach because of our love for the name of God, because we want to love men 
not with our love but with the love of God. Only then will we produce fruit that 
will remain (see John 15) 
 
SIGNS AND WONDERS  
The disciples in Acts 4:29-30 cried out for signs and wonders to confirm the 
Word that they preached. This act should motivate us to cry out to the Lord that 
this would happen in our day in the church, wanting them to be authentic. We 
firmly believe in the validity of signs and wonders if they are on the lines of the 
New Testament and scriptures in general. However we reject any 
sensationalism or simply making a spectacle, or forced pretence that is not the 
product of genuine faith. 
 
What’s more, we should look to Jesus, the “author and finisher of our faith” (Heb 
12:1). We need to make a big effort, when miracles happen, not to deviate from 
the vision of the glory of God. Miracles are manifestations of the glory of God. 
But the Glory of God strictly speaking is something inherent in His person, which 
forms part of the nature of God Himself. 
 
Scripture is very clear: “signs following” (Mark 16:17) That is to say, they come 
behind. This shows us that we are not to set our eyes on His wonders, but on 
Jesus Christ and His word. 
 
The church that advances is the church that looks to the Lord in a total and 
exclusive way. 
 
 
This is the first of five points which we believe form the foundation of what the 
Bible teaches us to do as a church and as individuals. For copies of all the five 
points visit www.riversoflife.org.uk 


